Allergy, plasma IgE level and anaphylactoid response: a hypothesis.
Any simple test predictive of immediate hypersensitivity-like (anaphylactoid) response to anaesthetic agents would be clinically useful. Possession of the traits of allergy or atopy, and of raised plasma IgE levels, all easily established, have previously been reported as predisposing factors. The usefulness of such observations has been limited by the fact that many reactions are not immune and do not involve IgE antibodies. This hypothesis suggests how IgE levels may be widely predictive of other reaction mechanisms and partially explains some of the divergent views on the mechanisms of anaphylactoid response which occur in the literature.